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TRON/TROFF
function for
VZ-200

When debugging a Basic
program, it is frequently use-
ful to see aexactly what
sequence of instructions the

computer is interpreting.
This is the function of the |
TRON (Trace ON) command
found in many versions of
Basic. .,i
This command is not. LR
however, directly available 16
the VZ-200 user and must+:
be executed by POKEing MJ
directly to the screen, L} {4
POKE 31003,173 enables

the TRON command
POKE 31003,0 disables the
command (enables

TROFF)

The TRON function
executes the program as in
normal execution, but dis-
plays each line number
within brackets as it is -
executed. This Trace is use-
ful in following the program
flow during debugging,
especially in the case of con-
ditional GOTOs or GOSUBs.
Normal display data
generated by PRINT or other
commands will be inter-
spersed with the Trace line
numbers.

The POKE values can bﬂ.
entered directly from the '
command level and then '
RUNning the programs, or
they can be incorporated
within the body of the pro-
gram (especially useful if
only a section of the pro- i
gram requires debugging).
The use of the CTRL and*
BREAK keys can be used §
any time to stop the display’
for scrutiny. Entering the -
CONTinue command will .4
restart program execution. "’
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‘Apparently Big Brother isn‘t some new hardware but
some character in a book.”

VZ-200
correction

i In the August issue of APG,
' Jay Batterson submitted a
short program for printing a
| moving message across the
i screen with a VZ-200. |
tried this program and it
i didn't work. | was a bit dis-
| appointed that you had
published it without testing
. it first, so | left it alone for a
while.
Recently | had occasion to
use my computer for a
message on the screen, so !

dug out the August issue
and played around with the
program until | found what
was wrong with it.

So here is the same pro-
gram with modifications to
make it function:

5 CLS
10 A$="YOUR MESSAGE"
20 PRINT @ 480,
LEFT$(A$.31);
30 PRINT CHR$(28);
40 FOR I=1 TO 60:NEXT
50 A$=MID$(AS$.2)
+LEFT$(A$,1): GOTO 20
| know this one works. - : -

J Kelly




